of connecting the discharged batteries to the charger when Parks informed
him that the batteries connected to the scoop were on fire.  Thacker threw
the circuit breaker on the scoop and went to get Pratt, who was at the
supply house.

Pratt approached the batteries, and when he came within approximately
35 feet of them, he saw flames coming from under the lid of the battery
case.  He then turned back to the supply house,  Pratt also prevented from
approaching the fire a miner who came out of the supply room with a fire
extinguisher.  Pratt testified that he feared the battery would explode and
believed any attempt to extinguish the fire would be futile unless the lid
to the battery case were unbolted and removed.  Pratt had seen the results
of the explosion of a car battery at his previous place of employment and
feared this battery would explode and would throw shrapnel and acid over him.
He thought an explosion would have killed him.  Pratt said there was nothing
available in the area to neutralize acid.

After the fire went out, Pratt took the lid off the battery casing and
examined the batteries. He determined that the batteries themselves had not
been on fire and concluded that hydrogen gas had been burning.  Pratt stated
that the "cat heads," or electrical connectors to the batteries, were not
damaged but that the insulation on wires connected to the cat heads was
damaged.  Thacker exchanged the batteries involved in the fire for freshly
charged batteries and informed the shift boss, E. C. Slone, of the fire.
Thacker and Pratt went into the mine and completed the working shift.

Another employee of River Hurricane, Goody Deskins, testified that he
helped James Slone, the chief electrician, repair the batteries.  The
receptacles were replaced, as well as part of the cable to them.  Insulation
had burned off one of the cables, but there was no evidence of a fire on top
of the battery cells themselves.  James Slone also testified that the fire
was in the cables (or leads) and that the "leads and the female connector"
were replaced.

When the shift was over the next morning, August 20, James Slone
discussed the fire with Pratt.  E.G. Slone (no relation to James Slone),
the third shift foreman to whom Thacker reported the fire, was present
during the conversation.  This conversation is critical to the case and
the persons present testified consistently on its content.  James Slone
asked Pratt why he had not attempted to put out the fire,  Pratt explained
that the batteries had just been charged and he was afraid they might
explode,  James Slone tried to tell Pratt how to put out such a fire,
generally stating that he would have made some attempt to cut the bolts
on the lid and use a fire extinguisher or rock dust,  James Slone asked
Pratt what he would do if such a fire happened again, and Pratt indicated
he would respond in the same manner.  James Slone then stated that if
Pratt would make no attempt to extinguish such fires, then he had no use
for Pratt, and the conversation ended.  Pratt was discharged.

An expert on batteries, E. R. Eddins, testified at the hearing as to
the dangers of fires such as the fire on August 19, and the preferred methods
of extinguishing such fires.  Eddins testified that because there is nothing
combustible in the cable or receptacle, very hot temperatures are required
before cables will burn or melt. He stated the odds against such an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